OPERATIC   AND   OTHER   COMPOSERS

compositions, some of the finest of
which were written at Weimar.

The third period of his life Liszt
spent in teaching the piano, without any
remuneration, to those whose gifts
were worthy of fostering. Both his
practice and his teaching embraced all
the chief characteristics and qualities of
his contemporaries and predecessors.
As most of the leading pianists of his
time studied under him, his influence
was therefore enormous.

Indeed, the extent of Liszt's com-
bined influence as composer, conductor
and pianist has no parallel in the
history of music. There is hardly a
composer of the nineteenth century,
from Mendelssohn to Mackenzie, and
Berlioz to Borodin, who did not benefit
in some way or another from Liszt's
advice or practical assistance.

A Boy Composer.
Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy (1809-
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1847), to give him his full name, was
born at Hamburg. The son of a wealthy
Jewish banker, he received a first-class
education in literature, music and
drawing. His first public appearance
was made as a pianist at the age of
nine, and at fourteen he was already a
composer of a considerable quantity
of music, including songs, sonatas and
symphonies. He came to London in
1829, where he was received with great
enthusiasm; after which he made an
extended tour through Austria, Italy,
Switzerland and France, at the end of
which he was the idol of Europe.

Mendelssohn was a man who had
never had to suffer poverty, for he lived
in affluence all his life which he spent
in conducting and playing the piano.
He was a frequent visitor to England,
Queen Victoria being one of his biggest
patrons, rarely losing an opportunity
of hearing him play. He modelled his
music on the strict classical lines to be

THE MASTERSINGERS OF NUREMBERG

" Die Meistersinger," as the title of RJchard Wagner's famous opera is usually written, was
composed round the old-time German contests of song, which were conducted on very strict
lines. The picture above shows Eva pouring out her heart to the old mastersinger Sachs.
Walther stands by her side, and Magdalena and David, both dressed for the festival, are entering.
They join in singing a fine quintet.